FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


COVER SHEET 


SUBJECT: CHARLES FRANKLIN KETTERING 


UMITEO STAIES 
ATOMrC ENERGY COMMISSJOM^ 
P. 0. BOX-- ^28 
WASHINGTON^ ^ C. 


^ B. 

PERSONNEL SEgURI TYtQUESTI ONN A I Rj 


- write none when applicable - Typei^mt?^fwe5^f space nS 
3creftl?^lS anfs Lip ^ * supplemental sheet to this torm. All addresses must show Street 


NAME\;^t, first. Middle; 

liNG, Charles Franklin 


fe. 1 


2- OTHER NAMES (Inclvde maiden name, if married womans 


PRESENT ADDRESS "" DATE. ■ " 

_ , ■ Ji^S-Date 

ff: : ■ Book Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, mch. 

. Cn!"; I «• all other addresses for past 10 YEARS 


DATE 


None Other 






5. DESCRIPT'ON (Check lAich) ITlTyALF Q fe„*l£ 


□ SIHSLE □ oivorceo 

□ MARRIED in W1D0WIER> 


7. BIRTH DATE 


Loudenville, Ohio 




9. CITIZENSHIP: 


U. S. TTB 


ALIEN 


1 / 


IFU. S. CITIZEN, INDICATE WHETHER: 


a. BV BIRTH 


b. DERIVATIVE 


Date : 


Certificate No- 


Place 


c. BY NATURALIZATION 


Petition 


Date 


Certificate No. 


Place 


PORT OF ENTRY 


10. DRAFT BOARD HO. AND ADDRESS WITH WHICH RE6ISTERE0. 

None 


12. PERHANEHT STATION AN'DADDfinsTFNoTTrTMTTTART'^^ 

None 

1 U. PREVIOUS Military Service: ' 

Serial Number Branch 

T0 _ • tYR4.l. 




EDUCATION (All schOOl^USVe- 


xtaryj 


ADDRESS 


Ml' 


County Diet, School 
Loudonville High Schoo 
Wooster Ohio Normal 
•Ohio State University 


Loudonville . Ohib 
fC-r' : /» 

‘^boater, Ohio/ 
Columbus, Ohib 


I/: 




^ Dr. of iing.. Dr. oj| S( 
from various school 


— . 'F 


■HiNi t 9 # 


p. 1 


14 . employment (list -all emplo^ent dates) give name unTer' which employed if 


OIFFEREHT FROM NAME NOW USED. 


DATE 
I FROM TO 


1947 

Date 


1925 

14^47 

# 

1920 
1925 

1916 
1919 

1908 

1916 

1904 

I I 9 O 8 

> I 

i| 1900 
1901 


TrPE OF WORK 


yice-President 
& Oen-l 


President 


NAME OF EMPLOYER (COMPANY OR 0R(5ANUAT(0M 


Research Consults nt General Motors Corporation 
& Vice-Presi^l r|YEQ 
MIC 8M^GY SF ■ 

Research Laboratories 
Motors Corp, 


i-'. 3. Motors Research Corp. 


I l^.nEPT. 
Vice-President 

Co-Owner 

Electrical Desigr 


O.P ^'iTICE 

Unit eel Motors Corporation 


Dayton Engineering Laboratory 
Co, (Delco) 

er National Cash Register Co. 


Telephone Lineman*^ Star Telephone Coapany 


ADDRESS (where employed) 

Detroit, Michigan' 
Detroit, Mich. 

Dayton, Olio 
Dayton, Ohio 
Dayton, Ohio 
l)ayton, Ohio 
Ashland, Ohio 


COUNTRY’ 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES VISITED (SinC0 1930} (Ixclusive of Military service) 


OATE LEFT U.S.A. MTE RET*0 O.S./L 


England, France k" 
Germany 


Several tiaies of company business 


n. 2 




,ia"- 


8AC, DETROIT 


39ti!is2i §Wtsa 2Ba)iari'matti of dnatia 
^olkorol Soraott of Snosstfsotton 
Slaai;fii9ton Z5, 9* CIT* 

4/27/48 


BE;' CH&RIES minOZN KETTEIOHD - CR-165 
aka, "BOSS SETT* 

ATOMIC EHEBGY ACT - APPLICANT ( 

EMPLOYEE ( } 


AIB MAIL 



Dear Sir: 




You are instructed to conduct an immediate, thorough, discreet 
investigation concerning the character, associations, and loyalty of the. 
above-named individual in accordance with*^ the provisions of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1946. The original and four copies of the report are, to be transmitted 
to the Bureau (original and two copies only of synopsized reports) by air 
mail unless ordinary’ mail is equally speedy, so as to. reach the Bureau not 
later than 5/14/48# 

A 

Present address: 

Birthdate and birthplace: 

Social Security Number: 

Firm to Employ and Position involved: 




Siibmit briefed reports. 


■'V 




REWimlvd 


C UUer .'\EC MaV '9-48 - 
Very truly yours, 






^6r7AU ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIP FOB PAST 15 YEARS (RCUGIOUS AND LABOR OPTIONAL) 


-sNAMFc- ADDRESS, TYPE (Inclusive dates and any office held) 




r 




Soc. of Auto Bngrs. 

An, Soc^ of iJech . Ehgr a • 
ite. Inst, of Elec. Engrs* 
Am, Soc, for Testing Metals 
Am.'Soc, for Metals 
i)m. AcadenQT of Sciences 
Am. Physical Society 
Am. Assn, for Adv. of Sc. 
Soc. of Military Sngrs. 
Sigma ^ 


Am.- Chemical Society 
Detroit Engr. Soc. 

Dayton ^igrs. Club 

The Anny & Navy Club ~ ' 

Detroit Yacht Club 

Conmittee of 100 

Am. Academy of Soc, & Pol. Sc, 

Am. Philosophical Soc . 

Nat'l Gas Engine Assn, 

Tau Beta Pi 


17. RELATIVES (Parents, Spouse, Divorced Spouse, CHildren, Brothers and Sisters, living or dead) 


RELATION 

NAME IN FUlt 

AGE 

ADDRESS 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH 

PRES. CITI-ZENSHIP 

'Yife 

Olive Williams Kettering 


Deceased 



Sister- 

Mrs. Charles Heyde 


Loudonville, Ohio 

USA 

USA 

Sister 

Mrs. Earl Culler 


Ashland, Ohio 

It 

tf 

Brother 

Adam Kettering 


II n 

fl 

n 

Son 

Eugene W. Kettering 


Hillsdale, Illinois 

It 

ft 


• 




/ 














■fi; 




P- 3^ 




, ' 'r ;■ >'; * "*r'. 


'.f ‘\‘v‘ 


HEFEREitc/s tftree persons, not relatives 



NAME 


Dr. R. D. lJcClui< 
Julius Stone 


acytiaintad witA y ovj 

ADDRESS 


Calvin Bentley FILES DIVISION 

NECEIveo 


<ifiiZ 3 3 22 PH ’■13 


Henry 

Owosso, ^chigan 


YEARS KNOWN 


ARRESt^E<g^fttfif>sZI 


CHARGE 


U. S.OEPT.O? 


NONE' 


arresti OHaytnis other than minor traffic violations) 


DATE 

jilSTlCF. 


PLACE WHERE 'ARRESTED 


CEirriFICATIOII 


DISPOSITION 


. hake THE'*B*o\E'^^m'HENTTO^HT^!' ^ ' clVss'oTw^ t'h ^ 

STATEHEHT will be used bPtHE commission in flRPviur « »ith IjQ unoers«r«ing an3ntent THAT MY 

DATA. I understand THAT THE MA N O^ P SE T , ^ SECURlSoP RSSTRICTED 

80, TITLE 18, U. S. CODE- STATEMENT HEREIN MAY BE^^UN I SHED flpA FELOlffiuNDER SECTION 

•» S 

PI 


AGENCY OR FIRM TO EMPLOY APPLICANT 


USUAL SIG NATURE OR MARK OF EH 

. TO BS flLLSD OUT BT AGgfCT OR PIRH gHPLOTIRO 


5YEE_W£n_o^^^^£onI^ 


NEPA DIVISION 

Fairchild Engine & Airplane Co rporation 

emF JOB- DESCRIPTION (Job Title, Duties and Locati^ - iescri^tion" 
J^ld not reveal classified information) 


_ RESEARCH CONSULTANT 

General Ifotors Coip., Detroit, Michigan 


Subject will have access to an exclusion area 
"HESISICMD DAW in the cou^S 
charging official duties. 


■ f4£pA member* Com PAM emplo^i^ 


ADDRESS 


P.o. BOX #415 
Oak Rjdge, Tennessee 


WILL APPLICANT OR EMPLOYEE HAVE ACCESS TO 

RESTRICTED OATAY 


QX YES 


□ NO 


e!I;.\ employee have ACCESS TO AN 

EXCLUSION AREA? 


30D YES 


□ HO 


(Check the one block applicable) 
m INGERPRINT CAffO ATTACHED 


^ FILE^CHECKf’”^'* 'results OF FBI FINGERPRINT 


^ T - 2 ATTACHED 




Peraonnal 'Ptreetflr^ 


SIGNATURE-OP APPROVINe-AUTHORITY «OFF'ctI oF EMpTotIiIg 
CERTIFYING AUTHORIZATIDN OF EMPLOYMENT) — 




DO MOT COMPLSTg SPACS BSLOR 




referred to F. B. I. 


received from F.b. I. 


P.4 



H:.- ^ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


fVmnKo.l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


BUHSAU 




riLE NO. 116-5341 




REPORT mADBAT 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


DATE WHEN MADE 

5/13/A8 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

5/12/48 


TITUB 


CHARLES FRANKLIN KETTERING - OR - 16$ 
aka "Boss Kett" 


9CB0eSBC3C9DBKIB0S: 

REFERENCES 

DETAILS: 


- AG B» 0¥^ 

REQ. REC’D. 
REP'T JORIV,.^ 


REPORT MADE BY 


IRJT h'lC^ 


CHARACTER OF CAS* 

J&l^k 


Bureau letter, Apflf. 21 y 
At Detroit . Mlchlgan t 


zcsl: 








General Notors "Bidlding, who has knovm Mr* KET1ERIN( 
KETTERING was bom August 29, 1376 at LoudonvlUe, Ot 


LGeneral Motors, Co rporation. , 

stated 4)7^®^ 

ilated that o7C. 


KETTERING was coMsnmer of the Dajton Engineering Laboratory Company (DBLCO) 
in Dayton, Ohio, in approximately 1909, and was later Vice-President of the 
United Motor Corporation, Dayton, which later grew into the General Motors Coiv 
poration. Mr. KETTERING, for many years, was President of the General Motors 
Research Corporation at Dayton, Ohio, and from appirbximately 1925 he was Gen- 
eral Manager of General Motors Coiporation Research LaboraiLories Division until 
June 30, 1947> when he retired. Mr. KETTERING is now Research Consultant for 
General Motors Corporation. Mr. KETTERING also was a Vice-Pr esident of Gen- 
eral Motors Corporation in the 1925 - 1947 period. stated Mr. o7<L . 

KETTERING'S loyalty to the Uisite^^tates is absolutely unquestioned and hisx/ 
character is above reproach. said that down throng the years M)s^7C. 

KETTERING has proven himself over and over as a staunch American and 
he night add on this subject would be superfluous. 







(DB n6-43U) 




the ver 7 highest possible terms with regard to character, reputation, and 
associatioM, stated they would not question Mr, KETTERING'S loyalty to the 
United States any more than they would question their own loyalty. 




j^^mor^rta^ o? Mr. loyalty Tl5^y^t5e?i3dlSduar^ 

^■^fttfther stated he would unreservedly recommend the Applicant 
so far as character, reputation, and loyalty are concerned, 

i)7C. 

close friend the ^7C 

wHohasknoan the Applicant^BfHHmB^^^^k^^. 

Ap pli cant is a patriotic Americ^^Soselqyalt^i^ibov^^^^^S ^ 
Both persons advised ttet they considered his character and associates to be 

considered Mr. KETTERING to be an exceptionally ‘ 
hi^ type man from every possible viewpoint. ^ ^ 

Reference, 

Hospit^, Petroit, Michigan, 



farther stated he coasidered Mr. KETTERINGta 

eve questira.q||^||||^im9 said Mr, KETIERING has proven his loyalty to the 

would stake his iSe on 

KETTERING’S loyalty to the United States. 

An Ah t 14 Police Depaiiuaent contained no record 

and the files of the Merchants Credit Bureau contained no 
information of an unfavorable natuz^ regarding the Applicant. 




( 


■r 




m. 


' lv"< 




V' 

c. 


-K 


'O 


November 26, 1958 


Ur. EugeaeiK^ttering 



Dear Mr. Kettering: 


I was extremely saddened to learn 
of your father's passing, and I wish to send you my 
heartfelt sympathy. 


Few men have given more to our 
Nation, and, certainly, his contributions to our 
society will serve as a living memorial to his 
inventive genius. I do hope the knowledge that 
your father's many friends are sharing your 
sorrow with you will be a help to you in the days 
ahead. 


L. 


MAIUEQ2& 

NOV 2 6 1958 

COMM-FBI 


3B 


Address- per Hinsdale, tolephon^^^pD 




K 




directory 
^ ^ ^ 


Sincerely yours, 

jU Bdgai Hoover 

m 


o 

c5 





n 

Mi ^ 


' \ 




Tols^ — . 
Bootdmao . 
BeliSSnt «- 
Mobt 


IP e. f O 

ofS C ^ ^ 

o |5 vti ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

h ^ ^PL:6^uJ^- 5 

C 3 ) v:r 







Neose — > 
Parsons . j y/ * 
Rosen — 




- 1 
dcCci,^cn.nn.'c- 

f; ; 5 S O /V 


Tanun . 




Trotter — — | 
Jt.C>Sumv on-|^ 
^HWnW6m 


Holloag n — tty 

f 


Gandy . 


%^EC4 1958 

MAIL ROOM LlJ TELETYPE UNIT O 




1 1253 




o' 


UK -in 









miJ^OSURE 




(Rev, 7-18-58) 


[K^/er/ri^ 
Di«; Top 
Inventor 


DAYTON, Ohio, Nov. 25 (UPI). 
—Charles F. Kettering, 82, fa. 
ventor of the automobile self- 


starter, died at 
h i s home at 
nearby Ketter- 
ing today as a 
result of a 
stroke suffered 
Sunday night 
The condition 
of Kettering, 
known affec- 
tionately as 
‘/Boss Ket” dur- 
ing his career 
at General Mo- 
tors, had wor- 
sened steadily 
since the 
stroke. Ketter- 
ing's only son, 



Dr. Charles 
F» Keffering 
Kugehe, was at 


the bedside of his fa^er. 


A DIEECTOB and former ^ce 
president of General Motors and 
former greneral manager of the 
General Motors Research Labora- 
tories, Kettering was born on a 
farm near Loudonville, Ohio, on 
Aug. 29, 1876. 


Kettering’s innovations* ranged 
from puntfing the ethyl in gaso- 
line» to buUding a fever machine 
that promises relief from many 
human ailments. 

Doctors listed the cause of 
death as a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Kettering never regained con- 
sciousness after suffering a sec- 
ond stroke early today and fall- 
iing into a coma. 

The towering Sloan-kettering 
Institute for cancer- -Research, . 
founded with his long-time Gen- 
eral Motors boss Alfred P. Sloan 
Jri in 1945, lands in New York's 
Memorial Center as a monument 
I to Kettering’s conviction that no 
problem «an resist the patient, 
continued- application of man's 
I ingenuity^and shirt-sleeved tfakeiv 
ing. ' ^ ■ ■ ■*’ - ^ 


Tolsoti 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Holloman 

Gandy - 


wasn. Host and . 

Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald 

Tribune 

N. Y. Journal* 

American. 

N. Y. Mirror 


it 


N. Y. Dally New^ _ 

N. Y. Times ■ 

Dally Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader _ 




- A 

B55FGLOSURE 


Date 

^^S0V 26,958 


VTAMOAKO rOIH«*l«0. M 


Office 


TO 


Mr. Toison 


DATE: November 25, 1958 


FROM 


-J 


'J 


SUBJECT: 


i, A. 


DEATH OP-CHARLES F. ^TTERING 
DIRECTOR OFRESEARCH . “ 
GENERAL MOTORS 
11-25-58 



Tc^c. 

W.C^ Sullivan . 

"Til*. Room 

HoUomon 

Gandy - - 




TT « recaU, Mr. Hoover received on April 28, 1958, from the 

U. S. Chamber of Commerce one of the "Seven Great Living Americans” awards 

“* the Sheratoa-Park Hotel ta Was^n. OaTof 

Others were 


•sol 


^C^MherS 


'Km Kettering died at 82 in Dayton today, ms home address is — 
Dayton, Ohio, ^cording to the Associated Press, his wife 
died in 1946 and his only son, Eugen^^ttering, re sides at Hinsdale, Hfiiois.) 

DEVELOPMENT: ^ 


'i 


I 1 / ‘ ^ " 

nirir Pi,n .F ^ ^ At*6:25 p. m. today, 

Da^on News, ” who is extremely friendly to the Bureau^d who 
^tended the Seven Great Living Americans” awards ceremonies, telephoned 


tn rHnir rsiii • recommended that the attached statement be made^ available 
to Dick CuU m this connection at once. »v*tiu««e 




Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Jones 


REWrsak 

.A# 





Jii/ 


/K,^ 

^ Afovsergjs 







f~ y (»Q 

5 7 DEC 


51958 







’1 was extremely saddened to learn of the passing 
of Charles F. Ketterii^. His inventive genius has had a personal 
impact on the life of every American and his talents will be 
sorely missed. His range of interest was far flung— his influence 
as an inventor, businessman and humanitarian will live for 
generations to come. ” 


J*. £X>GAn 


i 


E-ugene W. Kettering 


THE WINTERS NATIONAL BANK & TRUST CO. 

Dayton 2, Ohio 


r 


y 


Mr. Tolac m 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mo 
Mr. Nea 
Mr. Paraoi 
Mr. Rosen 




Mr. Tamm- 
Mr. Trotter- 


Mr. W.C.Sulliran 
Tele. Boom__ 
Mr. Hoilo man, 
Miss Gandy 


Cii 


t, 




December 17, 1958 


My dear Mr. Hoover; 


Mrs. Kettering and the family join me in deep 
appreciation for your very kind expression of 
sympathy at the time of my Father's passing. 


We know how very much Father admired you, 
and we were pleased and proud to find a number 
of your autographed publications in his Library. 


We are veiy grateful for your thoughts of us. 


Most sincerely 







r 


Eugene \J.^terlng 

ah '• 0 


The Honorablej^^gar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
.^Washington 25, D. C. 








